i8         HOSHIARPUR-THE UNA TAHSIL

'Well then, buy some millet/ Night fell and the orderly
reported there was no millet either. I became more
emphatic. Half an hour later he reappeared with grass.
The incident recalls Kinglake's experiences a hundred
years ago in Syria and his comment on the difficulties
of travel in the East.1

[7 MILES]

December gth. CHURRU to UNA via PAMJAWAR

An old Co- I breakfasted this morning in full view^of the Daulah

operative Dhar, which was snowy and cloudless with blue depths

Society below and a pale blue sky above.  We left Churru at

eleven and, as a Banking Union and an arbitration

society had to be inspected on the way, we did not

reach Una till six.  The headquarters of the Union are

at Panjawar, where a co-operative society was started

in 1891 for controlling the common land of the village.

This was the first society to be started in the Punjab,

possibly in India, and it was done long before the first

Co-operative Societies Act was passed. In 1922, when

the land was partitioned, it was closed.

A good     For part of the way I was accompanied by a Hindu

Landlord Rajput who is a keen co-operator and the best landlord

in the tahsil. The Mian owns about 500 acres and, as

some one remarked, would rather suffer himself than

see one of his tenants suffer.  The greatest service a

landlord can render his tenants (said another Rajput)

is to settle their disputes, and if he is trusted, they will

bring them all to him. He can also protect them from

oppression. Recently a money-lender refused to settle

accounts with one of the Mian's tenants, wishing no

doubt to retain him as a client. He would neither accept

what was offered nor give a receipt. The Mian sent for

him and had the matter settled in his presence* A good

landlord also helps his tenants by giving them loans free

of interest. The Mian does this and provides them with

good seed as well. There his own interest is concerned,

* EotAen,